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EFCA

• Established in 2005

• Operational from 1 January 2007 (Brussels)

• Headquarters in Vigo (Spain), from 1 July 2008

• Staff: 72 of 18 nationalities

• Budget 2018: EUR 16.8 million



The Role of EU players

in control and enforcement of CFP

• Member States are responsible for 

control of: 

✓Activities in their waters

✓Vessels flying their flag 

✓Their nationals (IUU)

• European Commission: Formulates 

policy (CFP) and verifies its 

implementation by Member States

• EFCA: Coordinates and assists 

Member States and European 

Commission



The European Fisheries Control Agency’s objective is to organise operational coordination

of fisheries control and inspection activities by the Member States and to assist them to

cooperate so as to comply with the rules of the Common Fisheries Policy in order to ensure

its effective and uniform application

to cooperate with the European Border and Coast Guard Agency, to
support the national authorities carrying out coast guard functions by:
- Sharing, fusing and analyzing information in ship reporting

systems;

- Providing, surveillance and communication services;

- Building capacity;

- Enhancing the exchange of information – Risk Assessment;

- Sharing capacity.

Council Regulation No 768/2005
Amended in 14 September 2016 

(Regulation (EU) 2016/1626 of the EP and Council)

+ amendment

Article 3 and article 7a

The precise form of 

cooperation is

determined in a working 

arrangement.
(Approved by the governing 

bodies of the 3 Agencies 

EFCA – EMSA - FRONTEX)

EFCA



ORGANIGRAMME



EU FISHING FLEET



IUU VESSEL LIST

The European Commission has adopted

an updated list of vessels that cannot

land or sell their fish in the EU as they

have been identified as taking part in

illegal, unreported and unregulated

fishing (IUU).

The list comprises vessels included in

the IUU lists adopted by regional

fisheries management organisations

(RFMOs) around the world.



EFCA’s Operational Capabilities

Coordination 
Centre

Chartered 
multipurpose 

OPV

Procured aerial 
surveillance 

flights

Systems/data 
basis (FISHNET, 

JADE, VMS, IMS, 
ERS, etc.)

Satellite imagery 
products (e.g. 
COPERNICUS) 



The operational centre of EFCA serves as 
platform to host various operational fisheries 
surveillance and control campaigns:

• JDP 

• JDP/Operational activities 

• ICCAT/GFCM

EFCA’s Coordination Centre



EFCAs OPV

Secondary: 

▪Search And Rescue
▪Border Control
▪Law enforcement
▪Maritime environmental protection and 
response
▪Maritime monitoring and surveillance
▪Maritime safety
▪Maritime accident and disaster response

EFCA operational capacity is available for Multipurpose Operations in cooperation
with FRONTEX, EMSA and MS relevant authorities

Primary - Fisheries inspection and control 



EFCAs OPV



EFCAs OPV



EFCAs OPV

Weather at 25/02/2018 at 12:00 
PATROL ZONE: A02

Wind: Light Airs,  Sea/Swell conditions: Smooth 



EFCAs OPV

Pollution investigation of Satellite detection Green alert –
Bonifacio Straight: 11/01/2017



AERIAL SURVEILLANCE

Service obtained from Frontex



ADDITIONAL TOOLS 

Fishnet, VMS, E-Logbook, E-Inspection reports, IMS, Copernicus



Thank you for your attention!


