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Who are we?

EU Research and Innovation is funded through multiannual 
Framework Programmes. 
Horizon 2020 (from 2014 to 2020)
Horizon Europe (from 2021 to 2027)

The Marine resources Unit within the 
Directorate Bioeconomy (F)

Defines and implements fisheries research and 
innovation objectives and priorities to support the 
Integrated Maritime Policy and in particular the 
Common Fisheries Policy.

EU Fisheries Research and 
Innovation



Apprx. EUR 

3,8 B for SC2 

> ú 70 Billion

1. Health, demographic change and wellbeing

2. Food security, sustainable agriculture and forestry, marine and 
maritime and inland water research, and the bioeconomy

3. Secure, clean and efficient energy

4. Smart, green and integrated transport

5. Climate action, resource efficiency and raw materials

6. Inclusive , innovative and reflective societies

7. Secure societies



EU- funded fisheries and aquaculture research 
WHY?

85 -90% of marine research funding in Europe comes from national 
budgets 

Å Common objectives, such as MSY and GES

Å Equally ambitious policy support and implementation in all Member States

Å Sharing of know -how and best practices and adjustment of national 
approaches can be best achieved by multinational research consortia

Å Pre-commercial research with high innovation potential involves high 
failure risk, requires co -operation of diverse research teams and 
investment at levels and time -scales that national funding cannot always 
commensurate with

Å Need to deliver the results to the whole EU economy

EU Fisheries Research and 
Innovation



Supporting the elimination of 
discards in European Fisheries

Å Avoidance of unwanted catches

Å Handling of unavoidable unwanted 
catches

Å Study of effects on marine 
ecosystems

Relevant EU research and 
innovation funded projects

EU Fisheries Research and 
Innovation

Science, Technology, and Society Initiative 
to minimize Unwanted Catches in European 
Fisheries
http://minouw -project.eu/
https://vimeo.com/251163587?from=outro -
embed
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lnew_d
9bO0I

Strategies for the gradual elimination of discards in European fisheries 
http://www.discardless.eu/
http://www.discardless.eu/video/entry/discardless - introduction
https://vimeo.com/257888698 (1 -3:40)

http://minouw-project.eu/
https://vimeo.com/251163587?from=outro-embed
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lnew_d9bO0I
http://www.discardless.eu/
http://www.discardless.eu/video/entry/discardless-introduction
https://vimeo.com/257888698


Effects of climate change: threats and 
opportunities

Relevant EU research and 
innovation funded projects

Co-creating a decision support 
framework to ensure sustainable fish 
production in Europe under climate 
change
http://climefish.eu/
https://youtu.be/fkLYL6a_JRc (1 -2:35)

Climate change and European aquatic 
RESources
https://ceresproject.eu/
https://vimeo.com/231060663
https://vimeo.com/217654236

http://climefish.eu/
https://youtu.be/fkLYL6a_JRc
https://ceresproject.eu/
https://vimeo.com/231060663
https://vimeo.com/217654236


Responsive Results -Based Management and capacity building for EU 
Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement - and international waters 
https://www.farfish.eu/

https://www.farfish.eu/


New technologies in fisheries

SYMBIOSIS A Holistic Opto -Acoustic System for 
Monitoring Marine Biodiversities

SmartFish : Smart fisheries 
technologies for an efficient, 
compliant and 
environmentally friendly 
fishing sector



ÅProvide data, information and knowledge on the potential role of mesopelagic
micro - and macro -organisms

ÅAddress food safety , fisheries management , fishing techniques , processing and 
consumer acceptance and marketing

ÅAssess impacts of fishing and climate change

ÅAssess the potential of mesopelagic resources for marine biotechnological 
applications . 

ÅDevelop an ecosystem - based approach to exploitation . 

LC- BG- 03 - 2018: Sustainable harvesting of marine 
biological resources
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#HorizonEU

Commission proposal for

THE NEXT EU RESEARCH & INNOVATION  

PROGRAMME (2021 ï2027)

Horizon Europe

Nikos ZampoukasïEC DG RTD Marine Resources
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Horizon Europe 

is the Commission proposal for a ú 100 billion research and innovation 

funding programme for seven years (2021-2027)

to strengthen the EU's scientific and technological bases

to boost Europe's innovation capacity, competitiveness 

and jobs 

to deliver on citizens' priorities and sustain our socio-

economic model and values

Additionalú 4.1 billion are proposed to be allocated for defence research, in a separate proposal for a European 

Defence Fund
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Horizon Europe: 

investing in R&I to shape our future

Á The vision: 

Jean-Claude Juncker

Á Tackling climate change 

(35 % budgetary target)

Á Helping to achieve Sustainable

Development Goals 

Á Boosting the Union's 

competitiveness and growth

" a Europe that protects, 

a Europe that empowers, 

a Europe that defends"
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https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
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While benefiting from worldïclass 

research and strong industriesé

Our knowledge and skills are our main 

resources. 

7% of the world's population

20% of global R&D 

1/3 of all high-quality scientific publications

éEurope fails to transform 

leadership in science into 

leadership in innovation 

and entrepreneurship

1.3%

EU business 

R&D 

investment
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